g

Shahid Bahonar
University of Kerman

Iranian Civilization Research

Online ISSN: 2821 - 0867

Iranian Civilization Research, Volume 7, Issue 2 - Serial Number 14, December 2025

The connection between the rule of Shah Sultan Hussein and the rulers of the
country's administrative centers (1105-1135 AH)

Mehdi Dehghani!®

| Reza Moeini Roudbali?

1. Corresponding Author, Assistant Professor, Department of History, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, jiroft University, jiroft,
Iran. E-mail: mehdi.dh84@ujiroft.ac.ir
2. Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Studies, Farhangian University, Tehran, Iran, E-mail: r.moeeni@cfu.ac.ir

Atrticle Info ABSTRACT
The centralized Safavid government led to the exercise of despotic authority by the rulers
Article type: through a bureaucratic system.The court of Shah Sultan Hussein exercised extensive civil,

Research Article

Article history:

Received: 01 Jan 2025
Revised: 29 April 2025
Accepted: 14 June 2025
Published online: 16 Dec 2025

Keywords:

Safavid government
Shah Sultan Hussein
seat centers
provincial governor
provincial officials.

military, and civil authority over the capital and other central cities, which gradually
declined significantly as the central government became increasingly weak. One of the most
factors in the decline of the Safavid government's supervision over the country's provincial
centers was the competition courtiers. Therefore, in the current research, considering the
orientation of historical sources, the question is answered: What connection did the
government of Shah Sultan Hussein have with the central cities? In order to answer this
question, the current study analyzes and interprets these characteristics and their effects on
the central cities of the period in question, using the historical research method Based on
collecting relevant data from primary sources, processing data, and analyzing the context,
content, and consequences of the events and trends in question, and as well as the
classification of the civil, military, and civil relations of the reign of Shah Sultan Hussein.
Given the lack of coherent research on the connection between the rule of Shah Sultan
Hussein and the aforementioned cities, the research findings show that in the late Safavid
period, on the one hand, The research findings show that, on the one hand, the way the
central government exercised power, which was also subject to fluctuation, prevented the
local centers from maintaining their ability to solve their problems as part of the Safavid
Iranian territory, and on the other hand, the kinship ties between courtiers and provincial
officials and court intrigues prevented the provinces from seeking grievances and
establishing constructive relations with the central government. A process that is considered
to be one of the important factors in the weakness and collapse of the Safavid government in
the long term.
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1.

Introduction

The literal meaning of Kursi-neshin is, throne-dweller, and seat-holder. (Dehkhoda
Dictionary, under the word Kursi-neshin) Kursi-neshin in historical terms means the center
of provincial government. During the Safavid period, the governors and Beglarbeys of the
Kursi-neshin centers (Kandahar, Shirvan, Herat, Tabriz, Yerevan, Qarabagh and Ganja,
Astarabad, Kohgiluyeh, Kerman, Marv Shahijan, Hamadan, Thbilisi, Khorramabad,
Hveizeh, Sanandaj, Mashhad, and Qazvin) were among the most important “border emirs”
who dismissed and appointed subordinate rulers of the provincial regions. (Mirza Rafia,
2006: 181-186) However, the “Janaqi emirs” or courtiers played an important role in
appointing provincial officials, including the rulers of the Kursi-neshin centers, who were
always faced with challenges such as the constant appointment and dismissal of rulers,
competition among courtiers to appoint elected and relative rulers, and also the payment of
bribes. In the late Safavid period, with the occurrence of border rebellions and increasing
social injustice, the functioning and connection of the seat government with the central
government was subjected to other challenges, such as the withdrawal of financial resources
from the provinces, the plundering of border tribes, and the decline in the military-financial
capabilities of the central government. The seat cities of the country have long been the
country's administrative, military, and development bases. Centralized governments such
as the Safavids were able to exercise authority in distant areas by dominating and
administering the seat of the provinces in the form of dismissal and appointment, as well as
supervising local court officials. This process resulted in relatively local and territorial
administration in a healthy court and seat; but in a state of weakness and corruption, it had
a negative result. The reluctance to royal duties and the insignificant independence of Shah
Sultan Hussein led to the formation and empowerment of court factions to exert influence
in the capital and the provinces by assigning positions to acquaintances, as well as the
presence and influence of courtiers in positions that they were not very familiar with in
those areas. A trend that gradually led to the increasing preference of individual and group
interests over the interests of the state. The continuation and expansion of this trend caused
the courtiers to ignore the widespread political, social, economic, and military crises in the
country, the spread of which was one of the factors that weakened and ultimately fell the
Safavid government.

Research Method

In the current study, by applying the historical research method based on collecting relevant
data from primary sources, processing the data, and analyzing the context, content, and
consequences of the events and trends in question, the various features of the connection
between the court of Shah Sultan Hussein and the centers of power (including Kerman,
Mashhad, and Tabriz) are described, and then its various effects are analyzed and examined.
The lack of relevant research demonstrates the importance of historical research on the
relations between the central government and the centers of power in the historical period
in question.
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3.

Research bachground

Research on the Safavid government and its various features dates back more than a few
decades. The field of architecture and anatomy constitutes the largest volume of research
on Iranian cities during the Safavid period. Research related to the period of the decline of
the Safavid government has also briefly and generally addressed the gradual decline of the
reign of Shah Sultan Hussein in the border states and the turmoil of the cities of the Kursi.

Theoretical framework

The book "The Extinction of the Safavids" sporadically describes the extent of the power
of kinship in the court, such as the Lezgi family or the Georgian princes, and the opposition
of the courtiers to their rise to power; for example, Mullah Bashi and Hakim Bashi
prevented the Georgian ruler Vakhtang from attacking the rebellious Lezgis in order to
prevent his increasing power. (Lockhart, 2004) The author of the book "The State System
in the Safavid Period"” emphasizes the various positions of court officials, including Gergin
Khan as Beglarbey of Kandahar and his ceremonial rule over the Kartila. (Burn, 1960) The
book "Iran in the Safavid Era" points to the placement of the mass of the country and
military nobility between the ruler and the common people, and the traditional right of
"grievance to the king" was a reliable means of protecting the people from the oppression
of the officials. (Sivuri, 2004: 174-175) The author of the book “Fragile Resistance” briefly
considers the internal conflicts of the harem and the civil abuses in the provinces as two
simultaneous problems of the Safavid government. (Furan: 2013: 105-106) The book “The
Compendium of the Histories of the Arabian Peninsula and Persia 1622 CE- 1810 CE”
refers to the dismissal and appointment of some rulers, including Awad Khan, the ruler of
Fars, and his brother, the ruler of Kohgiluyeh. (al-Qasimi:2025: 269-270) In “Encyclopedia
Iranica”, he pays attention to the centers of local resistance against the invasion of border
tribes during the period of the decline of the Safavid government, including Baba Ali Beg
Kuse Ahmadlu, the ruler of Abivard. (yarshater, 2020/xvi: 654) In “Historical Documents
and Letters of the Safavid Period,” he discusses the decrees of Shah Sultan Hussein to
various rulers regarding cooperation with foreign merchants and granting of sivorghal.
(Bayani, 1347: 198-202 and 214-215) In the study “The Role of Kerman in the Fall of the
Safavid State,” he pays attention to a detailed description of the unrest and rebellions during
the reign of Shah Sultan Hussein, especially the second invasion of Mahmud Ghalzai to the
seat of the Kerman province. (Jadidi, Jalali Khalis, 1388) The authors of the study
“Investigating the Role and Factors of Zoroastrians’ Cooperation with Afghans in the Fall
of Isfahan” discuss the situation of Zoroastrians in the pre-Safavid, Safavid periods, and the
reasons for their joining Mahmud Ghalzai. (Nazari; Hazrati and Karamipour, 1403) In his
research “Balochistan and its role in the political developments of the late Safavid period
and its consequences”, he briefly refers to the mismanagement of Balochistan and the
holding of Baloch hostages by the ruler of Kerman, which became the basis for the
dissatisfaction and rebellion of the Baloch groups. (Salehi and Baluchinejad, 2017: 96) The
author of “Pathology of Safavid Decline: Collapse from Within” considers the increase and
imposition of new taxes on the merchant, artisan and rural classes as among the causes of
the extinction of the Safavid government. (Kazemi Rashed, 2016: 123) The authors of “The
Contexts of Political and Social Crises in Kerman during the Decline of the Safavid
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Government” consider the violence against the Khans and the inhabitants of the provinces,
as well as the lack of a regular army, to be the cause of the chaos in Kerman. (Agarzaei and
Bastani Rad, 1403: 156 and 162) Ataullah Hassani and Somayeh Ansari, in their article
“The Impact of Conflict Between the Sepahians and the Courtiers on Political Instability in
the Late Safavid Period (1077-1135 AH),” briefly refer to the growing distrust between
Shah Sultan Hussein and the courtiers, while according to historical documents, the king’s
excessive trust in officials caused chaos in the country’s affairs. The authors also analyze
the morale of the emirs and the sepahians in general, based on the authors’ opinions and
not on the evaluation of historical events, which is unrelated to the subject of the current
research. (Hassani and Ansari, 2019: 33 and 36) With this in mind, the aforementioned
studies, unlike the current study, have not comprehensively and accurately addressed the
connection between Shah Sultan Hussein's central government and the centers of power in
the form of axes such as the method of appointing rulers and the multilateral supervision of
the central government, which gradually became more complicated and chaotic.

5. Research findings

The research findings show that on the one hand, the way the central government exercised
power, which was also subject to fluctuation, prevented the local centers from maintaining
their ability to solve their problems as part of the Safavid Iranian territory, and on the other
hand, the kinship ties between courtiers and provincial officials and court intrigues
prevented the provinces from seeking grievances and establishing constructive relations
with the central government. A process that is considered to be one of the important factors
in the weakness and collapse of the Safavid government in the long run.

6. Conclusion

The process of assigning major positions and jobs to a limited circle of officials and
acquaintances led to the creation of a closed and immobile structure in the Safavid
government. There were no clear boundaries between positions and jobs; therefore, there
was a lot of overlap between the official duties and the scope of action of court officials,
including the Safavid ruler, in the civil, civil, and financial affairs of the provinces. The
competition of central government officials to obtain various positions led, on the one hand,
to numerous job-faction overlaps, and on the other hand, to their interference and
conspiracy in provincial affairs, including the constant dismissal and appointment of local
rulers and officials. The long-term continuation of the aforementioned policies, in addition
to the administrative chaos of the central government, led to the payment of large bribes by
rulers, often relatives, to buy positions, the imposition of new taxes, including receiving
gifts for the ruler's monthly robe, and the decrease in the value of the currency in the
province, which gradually led to the deterioration of the economic situation of the
dissatisfied population and the lack of financial resources to equip and maintain a standing
provincial army. Ultimately, the internal disintegration of the central government led to a
weakening of ties with the seat centers, a reduction in tax resources, and the inevitable
autonomy and discretion of provincial authorities when faced with the plundering of border
tribes, especially the Baluchis.
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