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Avrticle Info ABSTRACT

Iran and Iraq, due to their shared historical, geographical, and cultural background, have
Avrticle type: always been engaged in cultural and literary interactions, the reflections of which can be
Research Article clearly observed in the contemporary literature of both countries. The central issue of this

research is to examine how the political, social, and cultural developments of the past
century in Iran and Iraqg brought the literary paths of the two nations closer together and led
to the emergence of similar themes and forms. The hypothesis is that historical and cultural
commonalities, along with similar political and social conditions in the twentieth century,
provided the groundwork for the rise of convergent literary movements and shared themes
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1.

Introduction

Iran and Irag, as two neighboring lands with profound historical, cultural, and religious
bonds, have always walked along shared cultural and literary paths throughout history.
These connections began in antiquity with the Achaemenid domination over Mesopotamia
and continued for centuries under various civilizations and governments. In the Islamic era,
the ties reached their peak through the establishment of the holy shrines in Najaf and
Karbala and through religious and scholarly exchanges between the two nations. With the
advent of the twentieth century, both countries experienced fundamental political, social,
and cultural transformations. In Iran, the Constitutional Revolution inaugurated a
significant shift in the political and cultural structure, followed later by the Islamic
Revolution, which redirected the nation toward redefining its national and religious
identity. In Iraq, the 1920 uprising against British colonial domination, the fall of the
monarchy, and the emergence of the Ba‘athist dictatorship were pivotal events that steered
Iragi society toward political and social awakening. Within this context, literature—
particularly poetry—played a central role in reflecting the social, political, and cultural
concerns of both nations. The essential question posed in this study is how, despite
linguistic differences, the two countries arrived at similar literary movements during the
twentieth century and even experienced modernism almost simultaneously. The research
hypothesis argues that historical and cultural commonalities, similar political and social
conditions, and familiarity with global literary trends brought Iranian and Iraqi literatures
closer together, leading them to parallel and sometimes shared trajectories.

Methodology

This study is conducted through a descriptive-analytical approach within the framework of
comparative literature. The research draws on diverse sources: first, historical and
civilizational references that highlight the cultural connections between Iran and Iraq;
second, literary works and prominent poetic texts from both countries that reflect the social
and political concerns of the twentieth century; and third, academic studies and prior
scholarship that have each examined aspects of this subject. The method is based on content
analysis of texts and a comparative examination of themes and poetic forms. The researcher
seeks, by relying on historical and literary evidence, to study poetic and intellectual
movements within the political and social contexts of both countries and, by aligning
similar developments, to present a comprehensive picture of literary interactions between
the two nations.

Discussion

Findings reveal that the geographical proximity of Iran and Iraq laid the foundation for
extensive interactions between their peoples. This closeness, from antiquity to the present,
has been reflected in political, social, religious, and cultural dimensions, creating a shared
heritage. In the twentieth century, these bonds were directly shaped by political and social
transformations in both countries. In Iran, the Constitutional Revolution marked the first
major step against despotism and steered literature toward themes such as freedom, justice,
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and patriotism. Leading poets such as Malek al-Sho ‘ara Bahar, ‘Aref Qazvini, and Farrokhi
Yazdi embodied this trend. Although under Reza Shah the political atmosphere shifted and
literature turned toward symbolism and allegory, the emergence of Nima Youshij and the
publication of the long poem Afsaneh ushered Persian poetry into a new stage, where
classical forms gave way to freer structures. This movement, consolidated with the
publication of Qognoos in 1937, became a turning point in Persian literary history and
marked the beginning of the era later known as “She‘r-e No” (New Poetry.(

In Iraq, similar conditions prevailed. Following the collapse of the Ottoman Empire, the
country fell under British colonial rule, and the people, led by Ayatollah Mohammad-Taqi
Shirazi, rose up in the 1920 Revolution against this domination. Although a monarchy was
later established, foreign control persisted, fueling deep dissatisfaction. Literature, in this
climate, assumed a social mission. Poets such as Jamil Sidgi al-Zahawi and Ma ruf al-
Rusafi used simple and direct language to critique tyranny and colonialism, regarding
poetry as a tool for reforming society. Later, Mohammad Mahdi al-Jawahiri, with his
revolutionary and socially engaged poetry, played a significant role in raising public
awareness. By the mid-twentieth century, with the rise of Nazik al-Mala’ika and Badr
Shakir al-Sayyab, Iraqi Arabic poetry entered a new phase, and “free verse” (al-shi‘r al-
hurr) was established as a new form distinct from the classical system of prosody.

What is striking is that this literary modernism in Iran and lraq occurred almost
simultaneously. Nima Youshij in Iran and Nazik al-Mala’ika in Iraq each innovated within
their own cultural and historical contexts, yet similar social conditions and exposure to
Western literature brought their poetic paths closer together. This simultaneity cannot be
explained merely as direct influence but should rather be understood as a shared response
to the challenges of the time and the quest for new forms of expression.

In terms of themes, there are remarkable similarities between modern Iranian and Iraqi
poetry in the twentieth century. Freedom, justice, resistance against colonialism and
despotism, patriotism, and criticism of ignorance and poverty are pervasive in both
literatures. These similarities stem partly from shared historical experiences and partly from
direct cultural exchanges between the two countries. Pilgrimages, the presence of Iranian
students in the seminaries of Najaf and Karbala, political migrations, translations, and
literary journals all served as channels for exchanging ideas and experiences. As a result,
the literatures of the two nations were not merely parallel but also mutually influential. For
instance, Persian New Poetry, pioneered by Nima Youshij, attracted the attention of Iraqi
poets, while Iraqi free verse in the mid-century inspired some Iranian poets.

The convergence of Iranian and Iraqi literature was not confined to content but was also
evident in form and language. In both countries, there was a conscious effort to break away
from rigid traditional structures and to adopt simpler, more accessible language closer to
everyday life. In Iran, this effort culminated in Nima’s movement and his followers, while
in Iraq it manifested in the innovations of Nazik al-Mala’ika and Badr Shakir al-Sayyab.
These developments demonstrated that the literatures of both nations, in response to similar
historical conditions, arrived at comparable solutions.

4. Conclusion

A comparative study of literary ties between Iran and Iraq in the twentieth century reveals
that these connections resulted from a complex network of historical, social, and cultural
factors. Geographic proximity and long-standing historical bonds created a framework in
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which any political or social development in one country quickly resonated in the other.
Similar experiences of internal despotism, foreign domination, and the struggle for social
reform generated a shared language of resistance and idealism in the literatures of both
nations. On the level of content, themes of freedom, justice, patriotism, and critique of
tyranny appeared repeatedly in the works of Iranian and Iragi poets, expressed differently
but rooted in a common spirit. On the level of form and language, literary modernism
emerged simultaneously in both contexts, with Persian New Poetry and Iraqi free verse
arising independently yet under similar motivations and circumstances.

These interactions cannot be regarded merely as one-sided influence; rather, they were
dialogical in nature. Poets and writers in both countries worked within their own linguistic
traditions but drew inspiration from a shared intellectual sphere. Translations, cultural
gatherings, and intellectual exchanges reinforced this common field and led the literatures
of the two nations toward convergence. The outcome of this process was the emergence of
a kind of conceptual common language among Iranian and Iraqi writers—a language that,
beyond linguistic boundaries, was built on a shared understanding of the peoples’ struggles
and aspirations.

Twentieth-century Iranian and Iraqi literature, while reflecting the internal conditions of
each nation, also acquires regional and transnational significance. Because of their
historical and cultural ties, these literatures form part of a shared heritage of the region,
demonstrating that literature can transcend national borders to become a force for
convergence and mutual understanding among nations.
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