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Avrticle Info ABSTRACT
Urban squares, as multifunctional public spaces, play a critical role in shaping the spatial
Avrticle type: structure and social dynamics of cities.In the context of Iranian urban history, these spaces
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have functioned not only as areas for practical use but also as platforms for religious rituals,
social interactions, and political events.Baharestan Square in Tehran, during the Qajar era,
is @ prominent example that reflects the socio-political transformations of its time. Initially
influenced by the recreational and ceremonial functions of nearby gardens such as
Negarestan, the square gradually evolved—especially during the reign of Naser al-Din
Shah—into a center for political and social activities with the establishment of governmental
institutions, including the National Consultative Assembly.This study adopts a descriptive-
analytical approach, utilizing historical documents, travelogues, and urban studies literature
to explore the spatial and functional transformation of Baharestan Square throughout the
Qajar period.The findings reveal that the square served three major roles—recreational,
religious, and political—and became emblematic of Tehran’s emerging modern public
spaces. During the Constitutional Movement, Baharestan Square emerged as a stage for
demonstrations, public discourse, and the shaping of new socio-political identities.The
research argues that Baharestan Square should be viewed as a key element in analyzing the
relationship between power, society, and urban space in late Qajar Tehran. It explores the
reasons behind its emergence as a political-social hub and the spatial and functional factors
that enabled this transformation. The hypothesis holds that the square both reflected and
facilitated interaction between state power and the public, contributing to urban identity
formation.
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1. Introduction

Squares have historically played a fundamental role in Iranian urbanism, functioning not
only as physical elements of spatial organization but also as arenas for social, cultural,
economic, and political interactions. During the Qajar period, with the emergence of new
governmental and social structures, squares underwent significant transformations that
reflected the broader processes of modernization and shifts in power-society relations.
Among these, Baharestan Square in Tehran emerged as one of the most significant urban
spaces of the era, assuming a central role in both the spatial structure and the socio-political
life of the capital. This study seeks to answer the key question of how Baharestan Square
evolved from a mere urban space into the focal point of political and social transformations
in Qajar Iran.

2. Research Objective:

The purpose of this study is to analyze the status of Baharestan Square within the urban
fabric of Tehran and to examine its multifaceted role in the political, social, and cultural
transformations of the Qajar era. The central hypothesis posits that Baharestan Square was
not only a reflection of socio-political changes in nineteenth-century Iran but also an arena
for shaping new forms of urban identity and for mediating interactions between state and
society.

3. Methodology:

The research employs a historical-analytical approach, drawing on documentary sources,
historical texts, maps, and surviving architectural evidence. First, the conceptual
foundations of squares in Iranian urban history are reviewed to establish the theoretical
framework. Then, the physical evolution and functional transformations of Baharestan
Square during the Qajar period are investigated, with particular emphasis on its political,
social, and religious roles.

4. Findings and Results :

The analysis demonstrates that Baharestan Square, due to its strategic location and
proximity to governmental, religious, and cultural institutions, became one of the most
important public arenas of Qajar Tehran. Politically, the square gained prominence with the
establishment of the National Consultative Assembly and became a focal point for
demonstrations, protests, and constitutional movements, symbolizing the nstitutionalization
of political participation. Socially, the presence of gardens, schools, printing houses, and
newspapers around the square fostered new forms of urban life and social interaction across
different strata of society. Religiously, the enduring presence of mosques and seminaries
ensured the continuity of ritual practices, which coexisted with emerging modern functions,
reflecting a dynamic interplay between tradition and modernity. Moreover, as one of the
few public spaces of the time, Baharestan Square also served as a cultural and recreational
venue, hosting ceremonies, gatherings, and public events. Taken together, these findings
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indicate that Baharestan Square was both a product and a driver of modernization processes
in the Qajar era, with layered functions that linked power, society, and urban identity.

5. Discussion and Conclusion :

This study concludes that Baharestan Square was not merely a physical urban space but a
multifaceted arena where politics, society, religion, and culture converged in Qajar Tehran.
Through the coexistence of traditional and modern functions, it became a paradigmatic
example of urban modernization in Iran and played a crucial role in redefining public spaces
and consolidating Tehran’s urban identity. Understanding the historical evolution of
Baharestan Square thus provides deeper insights into the processes shaping public spaces
in Iran and highlights the intricate relationship between urban form, political ransformation,
and social change.
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