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envoys during the Safavid era entered Persia, each with different
motivations, owing to favorable political, commercial, and -cultural
conditions; however, the common point among all of them was the issue of
understanding Persia from various perspectives. The aim of the present
research is to examine the views of European travelogue writers from the
Safavid era regarding ancient Iranian history. The findings of this research
indicate that the travelogue writers, due to their reliance on classical Greek
and Roman sources about ancient Iranian history, were influenced by those
views and repeated the same mistakes. They also obtained part of their
information from hearsay and through conversations with people. Most of
their views on ancient Iran, from the mythical era to the end of the Sasanian
period, are weak and incomplete; however, the important point is that all of
them acknowledged the power and splendor of ancient Iran as one of the
global empires and considered Persepolis as the symbol of ancient Iranian
history. Some travelogue writers have attempted, through comparisons and
by providing similar examples of governance between ancient Iranian kings
and the Safavids, as well as minor similarities in clothing and chronology, to
regard the Safavid period as a continuation of ancient Iranian rule. The
research method is descriptive-analytical, based on the writings of
travelogue writers, and the data collection method is library-based.
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Introduction

Travelogues, as one of the important sources, are significant in historical studies due to
containing political, economic, social, and cultural information. Throughout Iran's history,
many travelogue writers came to persia and examined persia and Iranians from various
perspectives. Their presence during the Safavid period was remarkable due to favorable
political, commercial, and cultural conditions. This was because of the expansion of
relations between the Safavids and Europeans, as well as the security that prevailed in
Persia. Most of these travelogue writers have more or less spoken about ancient Iranian
history and reflected their views on this part of Iran's history in their writings. The main
issue of this research is to examine the views of European travelogue writers from the
Safavid era regarding ancient Iranian history. Almost all travelogue writers who came to
Iran during the Safavid period (1501-1722) have documented their views on ancient Iranian
history. Some of these views were general and superficial, while others were deep. None
of the travelogue writers dedicated a specific section of their travelogue to ancient Iranian
history, instead mentioning it interspersed throughout their contents as appropriate. Since
the informational sources for all travelogue writers of this period about ancient Iranian
history were from Greek and Roman historians, there is not much difference among their
views; differences are only seen in the portion of information they obtained from the Iranian
people. In other words, they acquired their initial knowledge about ancient Iranian history
based on Greek and Roman sources, which they then supplemented after entering Persia by
using hearsay, conversations with people, and their observations of ancient monuments,
especially Persepolis. However, none of the travelogue writers provided accurate
information about Iran’'s history before Islam, especially since their information about Iran's
mythological period is confused and incomplete, and they did not even present a clear and
correct image of the Zoroastrian religion; but overall, these travelogues contain valuable
information in the field of ancient Iranian history. Despite all the deficiencies and
weaknesses evident in their writings about ancient Iranian history, all of them have
explicitly acknowledged and spoken about the splendor and authority of pre-Islamic Iranian
governments as one of the powerful empires of the world at that time. This research aims
to analyze the views of European travelogue writers in the Safavid era and to clarify their
informational weaknesses and deficiencies regarding ancient Iranian history.

Methodology

The research method in this article is descriptive-analytical, relying on the writings and
views of European travelogue writers from the Safavid era, and the method of data
collection is also library-based, through which, using an analytical approach, the views of
the travelogue writers regarding the ancient history of Iran are critiqued and examined.



Khalandi, A. Javdani, A (2025) Iranian Civilization Research, 7(1) DOI: 10.22103/J1C.2025.25650.1459

English Extended Abstract

Discussion

This article encompasses various sections. The first section pertains to the information
sources used by travelogue writers regarding ancient Iranian history. The works of Greek
and Roman historians, the works of some Iranian historians, Ferdowsi's Shahnameh, and
gathering information from ordinary people are considered the most important information
sources for these travelogue writers. The second section covers the travelogue writers'
views on mythical and ancient kings of Iran, in which the information they provide is
relatively incomplete. The third section describes the travelogue writers' accounts of
historical places and monuments from ancient Iran, such as Media, Parthia, Persia, the city
of Tabriz, Darband, and the artifacts of Persepolis, which these travelogue writers regarded
as a symbol of ancient Iranian history. The fourth section reflects the invasion of Alexander
the Great into Persia in the travelogues. Alexander held a special position as a hero in the
travelogue writers' narratives of ancient Iranian history. They drew most of their
information on this from Greek and Roman historians. The fifth section of the article relates
to the reflection of the governance style of ancient Iranian kings in the ruling methods of
Safavid kings, where travelogue writers attempted to view some actions and behaviors of
Safavid kings as a continuation of the actions and behaviors of ancient kings, portraying
the Safavids as continuers of ancient Iranian monarchy. Another section of this article, titled
"Zoroastrians as Continuers of the Ways, Customs, and Beliefs of Ancient Iranians,”
examines the travelogue writers' views on Zoroastrians, who, in their opinion, were
descendants and of the race of ancient Iranians and preserved some of their beliefs related
to Zoroastrianism during the Safavid period. Travelogue writers learned about some beliefs
of ancient Iranian Zoroastrians through the Zoroastrians. The continuity of the calendar and
clothing of ancient Iranians in the Safavid period is the final section of the present article,
which addresses the similarities between the calendars prevalent in the Safavid period and
those of ancient Iran, as well as some resemblances in clothing between these two periods.

Conclusion

In the present research, the views of European travel writers from the Safavid era regarding
ancient lIranian history were examined. These travel writers, armed with information
obtained from studying classical Greek and Roman sources, produced writings on ancient
Iranian history that were influenced by those perspectives and, in a way, uncritically
confirmed the views of these sources. They supplemented another portion of their
information through conversations and inquiries with the people and by studying the
Shahnameh. Fundamentally, many travel writers believed that the people of Persia lacked
substantial knowledge of their ancient past; some, such as Chardin, even regarded the
contents of Mirkhand's Rozat o al-Safa history concerning pre-Islamic Iranian history as
legends and unreliable. Such a viewpoint stems from the Orientalist perspective of
Europeans. The travel writers, upon observing the Persepolis ruins, not only considered it
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a symbol of ancient Iranian history but also recognized the splendor and power of pre-
Islamic Iranian governments, particularly the Achaemenids and Sassanids. By praising it,
they paved the way for the entry of many Europeans in subsequent periods, especially the
Qajar era, to view Iran's ancient monuments and conduct further explorations into ancient
Iranian history. The albeit limited information provided by Safavid-era travel writers about
ancient Iranian scripts and languages led to their discovery in future centuries and greatly
aided in better understanding ancient Iran. Moreover, although the travel writers'
information about Iran's mythological history is somewhat incomplete, their brief
introduction of the Kiyanian and Pishdadian dynasties and identification of some of their
kings opened a new window, to some extent, for understanding Iranian mythology in
Europe. Some travel writers, by comparing parts of the Safavid governance system with the
ancient Iranian period, attempted to portray the Safavid government as a continuation of
ancient Iranian governance and provided some, albeit few, examples to prove it; however,
overall, they failed to establish a clear connection between these two governance systems.
In another part of their views on ancient Iranian history, the travel writers introduced
Zoroastrians as continuers of the ways, customs, and beliefs of ancient Iranians. In their
opinion, Zoroastrians belong to the original and ancient race of ancient Iranians, adhering
to the Zoroastrian religion and still observing some Zoroastrian rituals. However, some of
these travel writers, such as Tavernier and Careri, mistakenly confused Zoroaster with
Prophet Ebrahim and attributed the story of the fire turning into a rose garden by God's
command—for Ebrahim—to Zoroaster, which is surprising. In presenting the views of
some travel writers on the Zoroastrian faith, particularly Tavernier and Della Valle, signs
of religious bigotry and disregard for other religions are evident. Nevertheless, these very
reports from Safavid-era travel writers about Zoroastrians and the Zoroastrian religion
provided the grounds for Europeans to conduct research and produce works for a better
understanding of the Zoroastrian religion, with the works of Hyde, Prideaux, and Anquetil
being prominent examples. Furthermore, the Safavid-era travelogues ignited a movement
of research and inquiry among many European scholars about Iranian history, especially
the ancient era, resulting in an increase in information and valuable findings about pre-
Islamic Iranian history.

Although the information from European travel writers about ancient Iranian history is in
some cases incomplete and weak, and in other places brief, it is valuable for introducing
ancient Iranian history both to Iranians and to other lands—especially for Europeans who
previously had little knowledge of the glorious ancient Iranian history.
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