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Boyer Ahmad tribes, with their native culture and clothing, play an effective role in preserving
and transmitting cultural identity. One manifestation of this culture is the Lily doll, which
mothers made for their children to play with and raise. This doll is modeled after a nomadic
woman and has been registered as an intangible heritage on the list of national monuments of
Iran. The present study examines that: What impact have the semiotic systems of Boyer
Ahmad nomadic culture had on the Lily doll? And how is the semiotic analysis of Lily's doll
explained by Yuri Lotman's cultural theory? The aim of the research is to investigate the role
of culture on the structure of Lily's doll using Lotman's semiotic sphere. This applied,
descriptive-analytical article has been conducted using Lotman's cultural semiotics approach.
Information has been collected through library, field, and documentary methods. The findings
show that culture is a set of signs that, through language and conventional codes, give human
identity. The semiotic sphere, with features such as multilingualism and bi-axiality, enables
the organization of meaning; A cultural space with boundaries of insider/outsider and
order/disorder in which meanings are produced and interpreted through rituals, symbols, and
binary structures. Art, with its own language, helps to deepen cultural meanings. For example,
the dance handkerchief in Lily's hand is a sign of women's social role in joyful rituals and
carries emotional weight. The Lily doll, a representation of a nomadic woman, carries cultural
and symbolic potential that, in a tangible form, helps to transmit identity and collective
memory. This representation is a cultural translation of lived reality into a symbolic text that,
by crossing cultural boundaries, enables the production of meaning. The structure and
covering of the Lily doll make it an intercultural symbol that mediates between tradition and
cultural re-creation.
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Introduction

Culture, as a set of symbols and traditions, plays an important role in the formation of human identity. In
the contemporary world, preserving and transmitting cultural and artistic heritage to future generations has
become a major challenge. The culture of the Boyer Ahmad nomads, as one of the rich examples of Iranian
local culture, contains important historical experiences and cultural symbols. Meanwhile, the Lily doll is a
spiritual heritage and a symbol of nomadic culture and art that is being forgotten over time and with the
influence of foreign cultures.

The Lily doll, which was made with the native clothing of nomadic women, was registered as an intangible
heritage on the list of national monuments of Iran. This action highlighted the special importance of this
doll in the country's cultural heritage. The lily is both a decorative object or children's toy and a cultural
element that represents the customs and beliefs of the nomadic society. This handmade doll, which is made
in a traditional way using locally sourced materials, has its roots in the life of the Boyer Ahmad nomads.
The cross-shaped structure of this doll is articulated and dances in the same manner as the three-legged
dance in nomadic culture. In this way, a string is attached to its hands, and by pulling the string, the hands
dance. In previous decades, Lily was the playmate of many little girls and eventually became a symbol of
happiness in girls' minds. With the passage of time and the arrival of modern dolls such as Barbie, the
cultural status of the lily among the nomads faded and the traditional art of lily making was overshadowed.
Despite this transformation, the lily still remains as a symbol of the historical memory and cultural identity
of the Boyer Ahmad nomads.

Studying the Lily doll from the perspective of Yuri Lotman's semiotic sphere theory provides an opportunity
to analyze how cultural meanings are produced and reproduced in the cultural systems of the Boyer-Ahmad
nomads. With this theoretical framework, it is possible to show how the cultural symbols associated with
this doll have changed or been consolidated in interaction with social changes. Using Yuri Lotman's theory,
this research analyzes the semiotics of the Lily doll and examines questions such as "What impact have the
semiotic systems of the Boyer Ahmad nomadic culture had on the Lily doll?" and "How is the semiotic
analysis of the Lily doll explained by Yuri Lotman's cultural theory?"

The purpose of this research is to investigate the role of nomadic culture on the structure of the Lily doll
and to utilize the capacities of Yuri Lotman's semiotic sphere to identify the cultural signs and meanings
present in this cultural component. The results of this study can help to better understand the relationship
between culture and symbols, as well as to preserve and promote indigenous cultural values.

Methodology

This article is an applied research and was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method. Data analysis
was conducted using a semiotic approach with an emphasis on Yuri Lotman's theory of the cultural
semiosphere. Information was collected through library, field, and documentary methods. In this study, the
results are applicable to the cultural context related to the native doll of the Boyer Ahmad tribes called Lily.

Discussion

The Lily doll, a symbol of the nomadic woman, is rooted in her mind, beliefs, and art, and reflects elements
such as form, color, and decorations. This doll is part of the nomads' cultural memory, reproduced in the
form of a Barbie doll with native clothing. This recreation shows that cultural symbols have the potential
for translation, transformation, and revival. Barbie's physical form has been preserved, but her clothing,
decorations, and name have been changed to match local codes. This redefinition is a form of cultural
resistance to the dominance of foreign signs, where indigenous content is recreated in an imported form.
Women's actions in this process, while preserving indigenous codes, represent the interaction between
tradition and contemporary forms and the production of new meaning in the modern cultural sphere. These
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two dolls, by referring to a common idea, create semantic diversity in different contexts and provide access
to the hidden layers of nomadic culture.

Barbie in native clothing is a free discourse that flows from one cultural sphere to another and, in interaction
with Lily, offers a new representation of the identity of the nomadic woman. This discourse highlights the
contradiction between the reality of nomadic women and conventional representations. The movement
between spheres can be analyzed from two aspects: Lily modeled after the nomadic woman, and Barbie
modeled after Lily. Barbie not only does not eliminate Lily's identity, but also enters the cultural semantic
structure and interacts with it. Initially, the Barbie entered nomadic culture as an alien and "unidentified"
component; lacking a connection to the cultural memory and ritual codes of the host society. But with local
coverage and a redefinition of function, it became a "cultural text." This translation was not simply a change
of form, but rather a transfer of meaning from one cultural sphere to another; where Barbie, dressed in native
clothing, became the symbolic replacement for Lily and was placed in the identity system of nomadic
culture. By crossing the cultural boundary, Barbie was able to achieve a central identity in the symbolic
sphere of nomadic culture. This shows that Lily, while having deep roots in historical identity, has had the
ability to adapt and modernize. Cultural translation caused a foreign component to acquire meaning in the
form of native codes and be placed in the cultural structure. As a result, Lily gradually moved to the margins
and the native Barbie took center stage. Lily's museumization is a reflection of the changing position of
signs in cultural memory. Lily's presence in the museum or in the hands of children conveys two meanings:
first, a sign of its end or nearing its end; and second, its continuity and permanence in today's minds and
culture.

The Lily doll has a dual nature; both a part of the material reality of the nomadic woman and a cultural
meta-object. In contrast, Barbie is a conventional and alien symbol that initially lacked the cultural codes of
the host society. This contrast between "real" and "contractual," "self" and "other," and "order" and "chaos"
is clearly seen in the confrontation between Lily and Barbie. Lily, originating from the innate culture of
nomads, is a carrier of native codes and a symbol of cultural textuality. In contrast, Barbie, as an "uncultural”
component, was imported from outside, but was translated and recreated using the native languages of the
nomads, and has become part of the symbolic sphere. This entry, in Lotman's terms, is a kind of "semantic
explosion™ where the opposing codes undergo a metamorphosis in the encounter with the native codes.
Culture is always trying to transform foreign components into part of the internal identity through
translation.

Conclusion

The findings of this study showed that the Lily doll, as a cultural component in the Boyer Ahmad nomadic
society, is a reflection of social structures, ritual beliefs, and the role of women in native culture. Semiotic
analysis of this doll, based on Yuri Lotman's semiotic sphere theory, showed that visual elements such as
the color of the dress, additional decorations, ornaments, symbolic handkerchief movements, and even the
doll's name, carry codes that convey cultural concepts such as fertility, vitality, resistance, feminine identity,
and social rituals.

A comparative study between the Lily doll and Barbie doll with native clothing showed that the process of
cultural translation through the boundaries of the semiotic sphere has led to the re-creation of meaning and
the adaptation of foreign components to the native language. This cultural interaction has not only helped
preserve traditional symbols, but has also revealed the capacity of nomadic culture to absorb and organize
foreign elements. Meanwhile, data analysis based on Lotman's theory showed that the Lily doll, in addition
to transmitting cultural concepts, has the ability to adapt to social changes and recreate in new conditions.
This reflects the dynamics of cultural symbols and their role in preserving and evolving collective memory.

Abbreviation Journal title, 2021; vol(no): page



Mansoori Mehrian, A. Paydarfard, A (2025) Iranian Civilization Research, 7(1) DOI: 10.22103/J1C.2025.25490.1449

English Extended Abstract

From a theoretical perspective, Yuri Lotman's theory of cultural semiotics provided an effective framework
for analyzing this process. Concepts such as "text", "non-text”, "cultural boundary"”, and "“semantic
explosion™ made it possible to explain how Barbie entered nomadic culture, translated it into native codes,
and transformed it into a cultural text. Also, binary oppositions such as self/other, order/chaos, and
culture/nature, as meaning-modeling structures, played a central role in the semiotic analysis of dolls. This
theory showed that the Lily doll has greater legibility than Barbie due to its cultural authenticity and
connection to collective memory. Further, an examination of the symbolic structure of the Lily doll showed
that this symbol, as a core in the nomadic cultural sphere, is associated with permeable layers such as
fashion, age, possibilities, and individual taste. These layers provide the basis for the transmission of cultural
information and the reproduction of social identity through tangible signs. Also, the representation of these
symbols in the collective memory of nomads contributes to cultural continuity and the consolidation of
indigenous values.

Finally, this research emphasizes that combining cultural semiotics with ethnographic studies can be an
effective tool for deeper understanding of identity components in local communities. The research results
can be a basis for comparative studies in other regions of Iran as well as practical measures to preserve and
revive indigenous arts. It is suggested that in future studies, other cultural symbols of nomads, such as
clothing, music, and rituals, be examined with the same approach to reveal more dimensions of the cultural
dynamics of this society. Also, to expand the scope of cultural semiotics, utilizing the perspectives of
theorists such as Saussure, Grimas, Roland Barthes, and Landowski can open new analytical horizons.
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4. Asymmetry
5. Polyglotism
6. Heterogeneity
7. Binarism

8. Isomorphism
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