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Article Info ABSTRACT
The field of economics, as one of the important categories that can be studied in any
Avrticle type: land, has always been the focus of attention and study by researchers, especially in the
) field of history. In this regard, if the study of economic conditions is carried out with a
Research Article comparative perspective and based on local history, it is possible to understand and

recognize more and more correctly various aspects of historical conditions, including
the causes of economic growth in a specific field such as trade. In such circumstances,
Avrticle history: the two cities of Nishapur and Marv have been the focus of political, military and
economic activists from the very early centuries due to their geographical location, and

Received: 05 Jan 2025 under the influence of their actions, the economic conditions of these two cities

Revised: 17 April 2025 underwent changes that were similar in some areas and different in others. In this
regard, due to the time period from the beginning of the third century to the mid-fifth
Accepted: 16 June 2025 century due to the occurrence of numerous and rapid changes in various aspects of the

. . human life of Iranian society, the mentioned centuries were used as the basis for the
Published online: 25 June 2025 | research. An attempt was made to answer the question using a descriptive-analytical
method and relying on library resources: What are the similarities and differences in
the causes of economic growth of the two cities mentioned in the mentioned time
period? Therefore, the purpose of the present study is to take a systematic look at the
Marv factors of economic growth of Nishapur and Marv. The findings of the study indicate
that Nishapur and Marv (both) were in a suitable geographical-strategic location that
) provided one of the necessary prerequisites for the growth of trade. Apart from the
Textiles capital location (mostly Nishapur), other factors caused the economy of Nishapur to
grow faster and more widely than Marv.
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English Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The developments that occurred in the economic sphere of different regions of Iran in the third
and fourth centuries AH, along with other developments, were of significant importance, and
research in this field, especially with a comparative perspective based on local history, can
greatly contribute to a better understanding of the developments in Iranian history during the
mentioned period. In this regard, if the region under study is located in a strategic point in the
geography of Iran, it will naturally be possible to understand the historical situation much more
deeply. Considering the materials presented in the present study, the two cities of Bukhara and
Samarkand were selected and their economic conditions were examined comparatively. The
following materials are divided into two parts. The second part is the consequence of the set of
conditions mentioned on the economic conditions of these two lands. It can be stated as a
question what common and different factors caused the economic growth of the two mentioned
cities? It can be hypothesized that both cities have been in the spotlight due to reasons that are
sometimes common (being located in a suitable geographical-strategic location) and sometimes
different (such as the occurrence of various developments) and have experienced stages of
progress in the economy. The result of the above set of conditions has led to the economic
growth of both cities, which in some cases differed from each other.

2. Research Methodology

Based on the descriptive-analytical method and based on library sources. First, the information
was collected and categorized and then analyzed. It was tried to collect information related to
the topic and to discuss less about other topics.

3. Discussion

Iranian society experienced various developments in various political, religious, economic, etc.
fields in the third to fifth centuries of the Hijri calendar, and each of the aforementioned
categories underwent positive and negative changes under the influence of various factors. In
this regard, the economic field, as one of the important subjects, experienced stages of growth
and decline under the influence of various factors. In such circumstances, if the research is
carried out along with the study of local history in the light of economic conditions, a better
understanding and comprehension of historical developments can be achieved. In this regard,
if the region under study is located in strategic geographical points of Iran, the knowledge of
historical conditions will naturally be much greater and deeper. Considering the materials
presented in the present study, two cities of Neyshabur and Marv were selected and their
economic conditions were examined comparatively. The following materials are divided into
two parts. One part is the influential causes in the growth of trade in Neyshabur and Marv, and
the second part is the consequence of the set of conditions mentioned on the economic
conditions of these two lands. It can be stated as a question what common and different factors
caused the economic growth of the two mentioned cities



.4. conclusion

Nishapur and Merv (both) were in a suitable geographical-strategic location that provided one
of the necessary prerequisites for the growth of trade. Due to their shared capital status (mostly
Neishapur) in the second and third centuries, the ground was provided for the attention of the
statesmen, the concentration of capital, and the strengthening of economic infrastructure in
both cities. On the other hand, other factors such as the justice of the rulers, as well as the
prevention of bribery, reforms in the agricultural sector, and the ability of the government to
defend the city caused the economy of Neishapur to grow faster and more widely than that of
Merv. The result of the aforementioned reasons caused the economy of Neishapur to
experience much more progress than that of Merv in the areas of textiles, silk trade, and the
extraction of materials from mines.
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