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The art of Lorestan is the origin of the beliefs and convictions of the people who
created works of art with their symbolic and emblematic expression. This art is the
origin of thoughts and ideas, beliefs, myths, and rituals that manifest themselves in
the life of human societies in the form of artifacts and objects. The artists of Lorestan
have given special importance to the representation of animals in their artworks,
which shows the importance and special place of animals in human life. This study
aims to investigate animal motifs on artefacts from the province of Lorestan that are
inspired by symbolic imagery. The approach of this research is qualitative and two
field and documentation methods were used to collect data. Four groups of artifacts
from Lorestan are examined in this study: Bronze-working, petroglyphs,
tombstones, and hand-woven objects. The results show that people in this region
depicted animal motifs on their artifacts for two reasons: First, people believed that
they were depicting parts of animals that could be dangerous to them, and also
depicted their role on their artifacts to confront and dominate the animal. In the next
phase, they depicted animals that were economically and ritually important. The
motifs of these animals include: Mountain goat, horse, cow, lion, ram, deer, dog,
rooster, and bird, which have been influential in most major aspects of life, including
the economic, cultural, political, social, and beliefs of the people of this region,
through the ages to the present day. Animal motifs in Lorestan art not only have an
aesthetic value, but also open a window into the mentality, worldview, and complex
relationship of man to his environment and beliefs in different historical periods.
These works contain tangible evidence of the cultural dynamism and continuity of
artistic traditions in this ancient land.
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1-Introduction

The province of Lorestan, with its rich history and unique geographical location in western Iran, has always
been the centre of ancient civilisations and is home to an unparalleled treasure trove of ancient and
indigenous artefacts. Among these artefacts, animal motifs have a deep symbolic and mythological
significance that goes beyond mere decoration. Animals have long played a central role in people's lives,
from providing basic needs to inspiring supernatural beliefs, and it has become a prominent presence and
important theme in the art of ancient societies, including the art of Lorestan .Ancient artists created animals
from stone, clay, and metal, which they believed possessed lasting power and influenced events and nature;
sometimes they were respected and worshipped as totems or ancestors. Various motifs such as cows,
antelopes, horses, lions, dogs, rams, and deer can be seen on artefacts from Lorestan and reflect the factors
that influenced the lives of the people of this era. This research is based on a comparative analysis of animal
motifs on characteristic artifacts from the Lorestan province and examines the role of animals in the art of
this region. The main objective is to identify and classify animal motif types, analyze their symbolic
meanings, ritual, and social functions, and the development of these motifs from prehistory to the present
day in the cultural context of Lorestan. The research aims to answer the question of how the dominant
animal motifs in the artifacts of Lorestan art relate to the social, economic, and ritual functions of these
works in the cultural context of this region in different eras, and how these works, beyond material objects,
tell deep stories about the life, myths, and culture of an ancient civilization.

2-Research Method

The following article was written using a descriptive-analytical and comparative method. The data was
accessed in two phases: Field collection and library study. In the first phase, the artifacts from Lorestan
were documented (Photography and design). In this study, images of bronzes, images of petroglyphs, images
of tombstones, and images of hand-woven objects were analyzed. In order to better understand the reader,
the desired designs were sketched using CoreDRAW software. In the second phase, primary sources such
as books, dissertations, and articles were used. Finally, information was collected and analyzed to draw
concrete conclusions.

3-Research background

Research on animal motifs on artefacts goes back more than a few decades. In many cases, these studies
focus on descriptive-analytical methods, and in some cases, they rely on formal methods of motif studies.
It should be noted that all these studies were conducted in a single period, so the current research focusing
on types of artefacts was conducted in different historical periods of Lorestan province.

4-Theoretical framework

The province of Lorestan, with its historical antiquity and strategic location in central Zagros, is the origin
of countless bronze artefacts, which were strongly influenced not only by the climatic conditions and trade
relations but also by the ritual beliefs of their inhabitants (Sinki, 2012: 20). Animal motifs became a
prominent style among the nomadic tribes of Europe and Asia, especially in the first millennium BC, which
indicates their importance (Jafari, 2013: 22). These realistic and symbolic motifs are among the oldest
artistic representations of mankind, first appearing on cave walls and depicting the power and dominance
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of humans over nature during the hunt (Shariati-Qahani, 2018: 4; Darvishi, 1976: 65). With the
domestication of animals in prehistoric times, their importance in agriculture and animal husbandry
increased, and their motifs were engraved in artworks. This interest continued into the Bronze Age and was
applied to flat seals and animal figurines (Falaki and Mehrafarin, 2019: 40). The identity of Iranian animal
motifs is influenced by the environment, culture and beliefs of the people and shows the importance of
creatures in the surrounding nature (Afzal Toosi, 2011: 56). Past beliefs show that animals were divine
revelations and mediators between the human soul and the gods and were considered symbols of good and
evil, whereby the soul can take the form of an animal or bird after death (Khazaei and Samavaki, 2002: 8) .
Animal motifs were depicted in works of art, sometimes naturalistically and sometimes completely stylised.
Some mythological creatures also have a long evolution behind them, and their concepts were manifested
in artefacts in later myths. This inextricable link between humans and animals, particularly in the use of
milk, wool, and the like, has led to the introduction of animal motifs into human artworks.

5-Research findings

Animals are among the phenomena that have entered into an ancient and inseparable connection with human
life. In ancient Iran, if the motif was not completely clear, it was depicted in a regular and at the same time
dry and formal way, in some cases even reaching the limits of abstraction. Animal motifs in artefacts from
Lorestan are very diverse and include abstract animal motifs. In the present study, given the availability of
existing motifs, four categories of prominent artefacts, including bronze-working in various forms,
petroglyphs, tombstones, and hand-woven objects, were examined for a variety of motifs.

6-Conclusion

Animal motifs on ancient artefacts from Lorestan reflect the ancient beliefs, rituals, and customs of this
region. These motifs, which sometimes have their roots in agriculture, animal husbandry, and hunting and
are sometimes regarded as symbols of the gods, the monarchy, or the universe, can be found on bronzes,
petroglyphs, gravestones, and hand-woven fabrics from Lorestan. The bronzes from Lorestan, with their
unique animal inspiration, are outstanding examples of this art, whose motifs are often a combination of
humans, antelopes, horses, cows, rams, and birds. The horse symbolises the sun, intelligence, and death,
while the mountain goat symbolises greenery, fertility, and prosperity in ancient and contemporary works.
The lion, whose motifs have evolved from caves to handcrafted motifs, was initially depicted as a sign of
dominance and then became a symbol of strength, courage, and pride. The role of the bull in bronzes
symbolises the development of creation, growth, strength, and reproduction. The stag on petroglyphs and
gravestones symbolises the winter solstice and can express a connection to the Sakas. And the Urartian
peoples. Due to its coexistence with humans, the dog is associated not only with guarding and hunting but
also with the world of spirits and the afterlife, and its motifs symbolise loyalty and sacrifice. Birds have also
been of interest since antiquity, both as a source of food and because of their sacred symbols (such as clouds
and rain, a special status or guardian of the sacred tree). Most of the animal motifs in this study are abstract
and realistic, indicating the depth of the worldview and the unbreakable connection between the people of
Lorestan and the animals.
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