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1. Introduction

The political thought of ancient Iran, as one of the ancient and influential concepts, did not vanish
after the fall of the Sassanids due to its practical significance and was transmitted in various forms
to the Islamic period. The political experiences of the Iranians are reflected in historical and literary
sources in the form of political counsel or principles of governance. Among the principles of
ancient Iranian political thought, one can point to the divine nature of kingship, the concept of
"Farah lzadi" , justice, and the interconnection of religion and state. Thus, obedience to a just and
glorious king was considered one of the firmly held beliefs of Iranians, as long as he did not deviate
from these principles. Historical experiences had made rulers aware that mere force and power
could not guarantee the survival of a government, and governments were inevitably required to
rely on one of the legitimacy factors, including hereditary right, racial superiority, and most
importantly, divine destiny and divine selection. Throughout Iranian history, rulers and political
theorists adhered to these legitimacy factors. Iranian kings took pride in their noble lineage and
claimed to be chosen by God. This belief is repeatedly expressed in both Achaemenid and Sassanid
inscriptions as well as in historical and literary sources. The idea of the divine nature of kingship
and Farrah lzadi did not disappear with the fall of the Sassanian dynasty; instead, it was transmitted
to later periods through political theorists, scribes, ministers, and Iranian historians. The reflection
of this idea can be seen in works such as "Tarikh-e Bayhaqi,” Ghazali's "Nasihat al-Muluk,"
"Siyasatnama" by Khwaja Nezam al-Mulk, and other historical texts. The continuity of this thought
is also evident in the historical texts of the Safavid era. Shah Ismail, as the founder of the Safavid
dynasty, employed historians such as Sadr al-Din Ibrahim Amini Haravi for this purpose. Amini,
as a court historian obedient to Shah Ismail’s commands, wrote the book "Futuhat-e Shahi" in
accordance with the interests of the government and to legitimize the reigning king.

The main question and problem of this research is which of the legitimacy foundations of ancient
Iran are reflected in the book "Futuhat-i Shahid". Evidence suggests that the political thought of
ancient Iran is reflected in three components in the book by Amini Heravi: the divine nature of
kingship, Farah Izadi, and noble lineage.

2. Reaserch Methodology
The research method in this article is descriptive-analytical.

3. Discussion

It is well known among thinkers that in order to understand the political thought of a thinker, one
must not only recognize the dominant political discourse of their society and time but also grasp
the intention of that thinker to engage with such discourse. Accordingly, it should be noted that in
most historical texts of this period, the topic of lineage and political legitimacy has been addressed
(at least thematically and conceptually). This subject is examined with a focus on the tradition of
kingship and Iranian royal thought, which, during the Islamic period, took on an Islamic hue while
continuing its essence. Haravi, in his book "Futuhat-i Shahiy," considers divine confirmations
(farrah Izadi) and the selection of the king by the Almighty God as the most important aspects of
legitimizing authority. According to him, by divine will and decree, all events and occurrences that
might undermine the foundation of his legitimate rule are repelled. In Haravi's thought, elements
such as shared ideological bonds and a common intellectual heritage are among the influential
factors in the continuity and cohesion of a nation's identity. For this reason, actions are carried out
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in accordance with the will and desire of God to lead the endorsed individual toward their goals.
The evidence found in "Futuhat-i Shahiy" indicates that Sadr al-Din Haravi was familiar with the
political thought of ancient Iranians and utilized it to legitimize Shah Ismail Safavi. What he
includes in his book regarding the divine nature of kingship, the concept of farrah, and the noble
lineage of the king is precisely what existed in the political thought of ancient Iranians.

4. Conclusion

The cultural continuity of Iranians has astonished many experts in this field. Many elites have
worked towards this cultural continuity. Numerous bureaucrats, secretaries, and historians of
Iran—whether they were in the courts of the Muslim Arabs or in the courts of the Turks—each in
their own special way endeavored to safeguard Iranian culture and transmit it to future generations.
One of these elites is Sadr al-Din Ibrahim Amini Heravi. Amini Heravi, as a court historian and
obedient to the orders of Shah Ismail, wrote the book "Futuhat-i Shahi" (Royal Conquests) in
accordance with the interests of Shah Ismail and to legitimize his rule. As an aware and
knowledgeable elite, he was familiar with the political thought of Iranians. Evidence shows that
historians of this period had read earlier historical and literary sources. Therefore, in Amini Heravi's
"Futuhat-i Shahi," the reflection of ancient Iranian political thought, which had been transmitted
by elites, secretaries, and ministers to later generations, can be clearly seen. Among the most
important components of Iranian political thought reflected in "Futuhat-i Shahi" are: 1. In ancient
Iranian political thought, the position of kingship was considered a divine gift, and the king derived
his legitimacy from God. This topic is repeatedly mentioned in "Futuhat-i Shahi," stating that the
Safavid dynasty is divinely chosen. 2. In ancient Iranian political thought, the king had a godlike
essence and held a sacred position. "Futuhat-i Shahi" discusses the godlike essence and sacred
status of the king. 3. It was believed in ancient Iranian political thought that the king possessed a
divine light (farrah) that appeared as light or the sun on his face. In "Futuhat-i Shahi," the divine
light of the king is depicted as light and sunlight on his face. 4. In ancient Iranian political thought,
divine light was granted to a just, pious, and God-fearing king; otherwise, it would depart from him
and go to his enemies. One reason mentioned in "Futuhat-i Shahi* for the separation of the angel
from Salah al-Din, the governor of Georgia, who then settled in Ardabil, was the oppression of the
Georgian ruler against the faith and piety of the Safavid family. 5. In ancient Iranian political
thought, divine light and divine support were the main factors for the king's victory, not his military
prowess. "Futuhat-i Shahi" clearly states that Shah Ismail's victory over his enemies was due to his
divine support and endorsement. 6. In ancient Iranian political thought, having an aristocratic
lineage held a high status. The Achaemenid, Parthian, and Sasanian kings took pride in their noble
lineage. This issue did not disappear with the arrival of Islam in Iran, as most post-Islamic Iranian
dynasties traced their lineage to ancient kings. In "Futuhat-i Shahi,” the lineage of the Safavid
family is proudly mentioned, ultimately tracing their ancestry back to Imam Musa Kazim.
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