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Saray-e Ghalamdani in Hamadan, built in 1224 AH, is one of the buildings
that holds great importance in terms of decorations. This structure is
considered one of the notable buildings in Hamadan regarding its brick and
plaster decorations, which have not been comprehensively studied to date.
The aim of this research is to study the brick and plaster decorations of this
building and the influence of various cultures on the formation of these
decorations, in order to provide a new dating for the construction and
execution of the building's decorations. The approach of this research is
qualitative, and two methods of field study and documentary research have
been used for data collection. The results show that various types of bricks
have been used for the construction and execution of decorations, and the
created patterns are generally geometric and floral. Although the "Khofteh-
Rasteh™ pattern aligns with Iranian culture, the solar and bowl-plate
patterns are influenced by Western culture. In the execution of plaster
decorations, the raised plaster joints can be considered to have a local
origin; however, in the execution of capital decorations and column
grooves, as well as bowl-plate patterns created using plaster, the influence
of Western culture is clearly observable. Therefore, considering the
executed decorations, it can be said that Saray-e Ghalamdani was formed
in two periods: the first period is 1224 AH, which relates to the
construction of the building, and the second period is when the decorations
of this building were executed, which corresponds to the late Qajar or early
Pahlavi era.
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Introduction

Iran’s architecture is mainly characterized by its constant peculiarly dynamic decorative details, which
have been represented in many works of art during the Islamic era, as various buildings of different uses
are seen adorned by many architectural and specifically decorative styles. For this, various architectural
configurations and decorative patterns with spiritual customs in nature have been used, with artists and
designers attempting to generate works of fine art tailored to the human’s physical, psychological, and
intrinsic needs (Nazari Arshad & Zare’ei, 2016:5).

In this connection, bricks and plaster were among the most important components repeatedly used as
materials in constructing and decorating buildings. In the Seljuk era, using bricks for adornment was
one of the main artistic styles. However, it declined in subsequent centuries until it was revived again in
the middle of the Qajar era, when it was used for embellishing various buildings, and even continued to
be applied until the beginning of the Pahlavi era II (Mash’hour, 2021:28). Iranian artists have also
focused on plaster as a component of decoration, seeking to generate various decorative patterns using
this ductile material without any limitations while producing exquisite works of art in this regard.
Meanwhile, this art style blossomed in the Ilkhanate era and was later used as a decorative feature in
works of architecture (Shekofteh & Salehi-Kakhki, 2014:64).

Iran’s Hamadan City features a history dating back several millennia and has a long history dating back
to the Medians. This city saw its market developing in the Safavid era, as various caravanserais were
constructed around the city by the era of Qajar (Zare’ei, 2011:55-74), with the Saray-e-Qalamdani being
a notable example of these caravanserais. This Saray, albeit not so expansive, features peculiar
architectural decorations, especially in terms of brick- and plaster work, which have made it an
outstanding building in the city. Unfortunately, few works have investigated the decorative details of
this building. For this, the article aimed to shed light on the Saray-e-Qalamdani building and examine
its plaster and brick decorative details while revealing the influence of various cultures on these
decorations. The article also tried to set a new date for the building construction and how the decorative
features were added. The following questions were raised in this regard:

1. Which brick types were used for the decorative features of the Saray-e-Qalamdani?
2.  Which plaster and brick patterns were used to embellish the building?
3. Which culture (s) were used to shape the brick and plaster decorations in the patterns?

Methodology

This study adopted a qualitative research approach and used field and documentation methods to collect
data to arrive at an understanding of decorations. The study also used the descriptive-analytical method
to analyze the data. The description section of the study examined the various types of bricks and
different brick arrangement styles, as well as various plaster patterns. In the analytical section, the data
obtained from field and documentation methods were analyzed based on the questions raised.

Discussion

Located in Baba-Taher St. in the market direct of Nokhod-Berizha, the Saray-e-Qalamdani has been a
great caravanserai of Hamadan City which was registered as a National Artefact in 2003 (No. 9895).
This building covers an area of around 1230 m? involving two stories and an unusable basement with
roughly 28 Hujras (shops).
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Bricks are the predominant components used in the construction of this building, as various patterns and
arrangements have brought about various decorative details within a large section of the building.
Numerous types of bricks include the Kazakh bricks taking the form of molded, pre-cut, and carved
bricks.

Also, geometric brick patterns are among the main patterns used to decorate the building, as various
brick arrangement styles have been used. Brickwork decorations have mainly applied the single Khofte-
Raste technique or involved a combination of other materials like plaster and tile which have produced
new and diverse patterns (Shekofteh et al. 2015:89).

Sun-shaped decorations have been applied as the most common technigues in the Saray-e-Qalamdani
which are generally seen on the edges of the entrances or windows. Other brickwork styles include the
Khofte-Raste technique in the building which is used in some sections. This pattern combines and
repeats the horizontal and vertical arrangement of bricks to offer a new design as it was a commonly
used design in different buildings in the Islamic era (Bastani & Tavakkoli, vol. 3, 2018:364). Another
category of geometric patterns is noted in cross-shaped frames created by the execution of sun-shaped
patterns on the entrances to the Hujra areas in the courtyard. These patterns are brick-shaped and involve
Tishedari (cutting via stones) techniques.

Plant patterns are also created by bricks and are most used over column capitals on entrance sections
and northeastern porches. Similar to these patterns are those found on the frames created on the
southeastern front columns. On the southeastern fronts are other frames the middle of which is
surrounded by a palm pattern.

As a peculiar material, plaster has long been used as a decorative feature in numerous buildings. The art
of plasterwork began to flourish in the Sasanid era and dominated across the middle Islamic centuries,
with the best Islamic-era plasterwork found in this era (Lashkari, 2017:92). In the Saray-e-Qalamdani,
plaster was used for both construction and decoration. This material has been used for plaster-worked
embossed lines simply involving sun-shaped decorations around Hujras on either side of the
southwestern porches. Plaster columns and column capitals contain plasterwork, as plaster layers are
seen to have been decorated by some horizontal grooves influenced by Western Culture. Plaster was,
however, mainly used as a decorative feature in some Saray-e-Qalamdani columns. These column
capitals are adorned by plant motifs, which remind of Corinthian capitals common in Western
architecture.

Another part of the patterns generated by plaster techniques is the so-called bowl-plate patterns on the
piers of the southwestern front where the background, the cup, the petals of the sunflower, and the center
of the flower are painted in yellow, gray, red, and yellow colors, respectively. These examples reveal
the influence of Western architecture.

Conclusion

The Saray-e-Qalamdani is one of the major caravanserais in the western Iranian city of Hemedan which,
despite its smaller structural dimensions, is architecturally important for its decorative features. As stated
above, a large part of the decorations features brick patterns of various forms, with geometric and plant-
shaped brick forms generating many attractive designs across the building. As an originally Iranian
decorative technique, Khofte-Raste has been applied in various areas of the building, and also in other
different brick-made buildings. The palm tree pattern was also a local pattern found throughout pre-
Islam and Islamic era works of art. These decorations were fully corresponding to Iranian culture and
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showed no signs of Western culture. However, the presence of sun-shaped decorations around brick
frames surrounding the brick frames on entrances is not dissimilar to Western culture, as buildings of
similar forms had brick and stonework executed throughout the structures. Local embossed plaster lines
are seen to have been worked in the decorations, whereas the decorations worked on column capitals
were non-lranian and are clear examples of Western culture. Another element is the era in which the
Saray-e-Qalamdani building was constructed. As stated above, the Saray-e-Qalamdani was constructed
in two eras, with the first era, back in 1845 during the Fath-Ali Shah Qajar tenure, most likely being the
date at which the building was erected, while the second era dates back to the later Qajar era or early
Pahlavi era, as suggested by the presence of decorative features.
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